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From the Chair: Prof. Peter Levy 
 

In last year’s newsletter, we focused on our new home, the newly minted 
Humanities Building.  After all, it was hard to ignore our spiffy new abode.  
In this newsletter, we intend to concentrate, instead, on the 
accomplishments and activities of our students, who, much more than the 
bricks and mortar of the Humanities Building, constitute the lifeblood of the 
department.   
The History and Political Science department offers students a variety of 
opportunities, in and out of the classroom, and based upon our experience, 
our students are taking advantage of these opportunities.  This year, close 
to fifty students will participate in some form of simulation program, the 
European Union, Model Union, or Arab League.  Last spring, a record 
thirty-three students participated in Students Scholars Week, more than 
any other department—a considerable achievement given that many other 
departments are much larger than ours. In addition, a number of their 
papers will be published in Past and Present, the department’s highly-
regarded student-edited journal.  Last year, the department also sent its 
largest cohort of Second Education Social Studies student teachers into the 
field.  Many of these students are now serving as full-time teachers in their 
own classrooms.  Over a dozen students participated in a variety of 

internships as well, ranging from working for York Mayor John Brenner to campaigning for Barack Obama.  
Experience tells us that many of these internships will lead to full-time employment.   

Building on the success of last year’s Geography Bee, early this fall the department sponsored its 
inaugural Constitution Bee.   Both winning and losing teams wowed us with their knowledge of the nation’s 
founding document.  A number of our students are also active in the Living History Club—perhaps you will spot 
some of them jousting in the gym.  Recently, several students travelled to the Library of Congress in DC.   

Last but not least, it should go without saying, a record number of History and Political Science students 
have been enrolled in a wide variety of upper division classes.  They have been learning about the History of 
Ireland and Social Movements across the globe, immersing themselves into the public and private lives of the 
citizens of Ancient Rome and the careers of modern-day baseball players, and mastering the skills necessary to 
succeed as political scientists and historians (and Geography). For instance, they have figured out how to 
correctly footnote arcane manuscript sources, analyze complex data sets , and make use of GIS software.   

These skills, we are confident, prepare them for a multiplicity of careers after graduation, from teaching to 
careers in law and business.  As a survey of alumni revealed, employers are looking for people who can 
communicate, solve problems, work well in groups, and analyze information.  These are the skills that our 
students have honed in the simulation programs, in upper division classes, and in extra-curricular activities.   

For further detail on many of these items (and others) as well as stories about some of our current 
students and recent graduates, see below.  Also, I encourage current students and alumni to keep us informed 
about their accomplishments and adventures, personal and professional.   

 
The Department’s “Third Half”: Geography 
The Department of History and Political Science is a multi-disciplinary 
department consisting of faculty from Political Science, History, and 
Geography, sometimes referred to as our “third half.” Until Fall 2008, 
Professor Mary Graham was the lonely full-time faculty geographer in 
the department, although she was assisted with Geography course 
offerings by several adjunct faculty. Beginning with this Fall semester, 
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the department added an additional full-time Geography faculty member, Prof. David Fyfe.  Prof. Graham 
welcomed the addition of Prof. Fyfe as an opportunity to expand offerings in Geography, and Prof. Fyfe and 
Graham began immediately with revisions to the Geography minor (contact Prof. Fyfe (dfyfe@ycp.edu) or Prof. 
Graham (mgraham@ycp.edu) for information). Prof. Fyfe has developed several new courses for the curriculum. 
Prof. Graham says that even though at this point, Geography is not a Major, the minor, “provides students with 
good preparation for graduate school. We’ve had a good record of placing students in Geography Masters 
Programs.” The addition of Prof. David Fyfe to the faculty has allowed the department to further develop its GIS 
(Geographic Information Systems) program, and to add new courses in Historical Geography, and a course 
allowing students to study the geography of a region, such as Peru, to which students can travel during 
Minimester. Learning GIS provides students with an additional “skills set” that may be valuable to future 
employers. Students learn how to use GIS software to map spatial data, and then to draw conclusions based 
upon that data. Prof. Fyfe, who uses GIS in his own research, says that use of GIS provides scholars with another 
method for analyzing data. It provides an additional perspective for understanding an event, such as the Salem 
Witchcraft Trials. Through seeing the spatial relationships, historians or political scientists can perhaps better see 
the connections to other factors. Prof. Fyfe and Prof. Graham emphasize that GIS is a beneficial skill that is of use 
in government, criminal justice, and business. The goal of the department is to generate a student base that 
would allow the department to offer an Advanced GIS course. To support the teaching of GIS, the Humanities 
Center has a state-of-the-art GIS lab. On the evening of November 19 , during Geography Awareness Week, 
Prof. Fyfe’s current GIS class will host a GIS demonstration in the lab, HUM 131, 5-7 p.m.  Please plan to attend 
if you are interested in what GIS can potentially offer you as a complement to your major.  

 
New faculty: Welcome! 
 
Three new faculty have joined our ranks: Prof. Ilana Krug (History), Prof. 
Xiaofei (Sarah) Li (Political Science), and Prof. David Fyfe (Geography). 
They have added badly needed energy to this department, and we welcome 
them: 
  
Prof. Xiaofei Li received her Ph.D in Political Science from Catholic 
University in May 2008. She was born in China, and received degrees in 
Economics, International Finance, and English from Xi’an Foreign 
Languages University and Beijing University of Chemical Technology. Her 
research interests include comparative politics in Asia and China-related 
topics. She is interested in analyses of China’s economic and political 
development and future. In her “free time”, Prof. Li enjoys playing table 
tennis, and plans to start a table tennis group at YCP, and she wants to 
learn to swim! She has also recently learned to drive, and doesn’t find York driving too daunting. She also hikes, 
reads, and listens to music. She says that with her background in East and West, she is looking forward to 
making a unique contribution to York College. 

 
 
Prof. David Fyfe joins us with a new Ph.D in Geography from Pennsylvania 
State University. David completed his undergraduate work in History and 
Geography at the State University of New York College at Oneonta.  David’s 
research interests include historical geography, geographic information 
systems (GIS), tourism geographies and small-town commerce around the turn 
of the twentieth century including traveling salesmen, baseball, the circus, and 
traveling vaudeville shows.   One of David’s main hobbies is travel.  His most 
recent travels include a road trip across the United States, a drive from 
Pennsylvania to Honduras, and leading service learning trips to Panama and 
India.  Some of his other interests include model railroading and collecting 
World Cup Soccer pins (his World Cup pin collection currently contains over 
5,000 pins!).  David lives in York with his wife Jennifer and their three cats.  
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Prof. Ilana Krug received her M.A. in Art History from Rutgers University, and 
second M.A. and PhD from the Centre for Medieval Studies at the University 
of Toronto (2006). She specializes in late Medieval England, particularly 
fourteenth-century English social, economic, political and military history. 
Currently she is investigating the impact of war, natural disasters, taxation 
and corruption on the peasantry. She has published articles focusing on the 
social and economic effects of war logistics in the opening years of the 
Hundred Years' War, and is presently working on a book dealing with military 
supplying in medieval England. When not wearing her academic hat, she 
enjoys spending time with her dog, working on her house, watching bad 
historical movies, and playing a mean recorder. Prof. Krug has also recently 
developed courses on The Black Death, the Vikings, the Witchcraft Craze, 
and Classical Social History, which will complement her offerings in Ancient, 
Medieval, and Renaissance/Reformation history.  
 

New Courses for Spring/Minimester 2009                                                          
 
G346: GIS (Geographic Information Systems) 
Instructor: Fyfe 
Time: MWF 11-11:50 

 
 
Learning GIS can provide you with a marketable technical skill to complement a liberal arts 
education.  Consulting firms hire workers with knowledge of GIS to help them solve and 
analyze problems.  This course describes and explains the principles of Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS). The course will provide an overall introduction about the special 
characteristics of spatial data and how our earth is measured and mapped. It will then focus 
on how to input, store, analyze and display geographical data using GIS (Geographic 
Information Systems). The course is open to all majors.  
 
 
 
 

G470/H483: Historical Geography 
Instructor: Fyfe 
Time: MWF 10-10:50 
This course offers a broad introduction to historical 
geography through analysis of distinctive elements of 
regional landscapes. Archival and contemporary 
photographs, cartographic representations, and many 
secondary sources are utilized to develop and extend themes 
presented in the course textbook. Upon completion of this 
course, students will have a deeper understanding of the 
issues involved in the analysis of place at a variety of spatial 
scales and will also have a better sense of the historical 
layering of landscapes encountered on a daily basis. 
 

 
PS  475 : Politics of the Caribbean 
Instructor: Aguayo 
Time: MW 3-4:15 
 
The Caribbean is characterized by a variety of political regimes, 
ranging from parliamentary democracies to communist 
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dictatorships. This diversity, mainly the result of the colonial experience, proves a unique laboratory for 
comparison of political regimes. This course is divided into two sections: The first half of the class will introduce 
students to the common characteristics of the region: colonization, slavery, plantation economies, development 
and importance of trade, the reality of harsh meteorological conditions, and policies designed to attract tourists 
and their hard currencies, to the region. The second half of the class will focus on specific countries: Cuba, Puerto 
Rico, Haiti. The class will also study the Caribbean immigrant population in the United States. No prerequisites, 
but a general knowledge of Latin America is assumed.  
 
 
PS 474: Model Arab League: The Foreign Policies of Arab States 
Instructors: Ilgenfritz and S. Khanna 
Time: Tuesdays 6:30-9:15 

 
The course will provide students with a better understanding of Arab 
foreign policies, the League of Arab States, and it will employ the 
Arab League simulation to facilitate the process of learning the 
course material. This course will examine issues such as religion, 
energy, economic developments, relations between the states of 
the Middle East, conflict, and the relationship of these states with 
the rest of the world. The course entails participation in an Arab 
League simulation, where the students will represent one or more of 
the 22 states of the League. York College is representing Yemen 
this year. Through participation in the simulation, students will 

develop leadership, decision-making and negotiating skills, as well as knowledge of parliamentary procedure and 
Middle Eastern policy issues. The Arab League simulation will take place at Miami University in Ohio, 18 -21 
February 2009. If interested in more information, please contact Professor Khanna or Professor Ilgenfritz in the 
History and Political Science Department. Students can take the course more than once for credit, but different 
roles and different research topics are required year to year. 
 
H489 Black Death 
Instructor: Krug 
Time: MWF 
10-10:50  
Few natural disasters throughout history have garnered as 
much interest as the fourteenth-century epidemic known as 
the Black Death. Responsible for the deaths of as much as 
half of the European population in as little as three years, 
the Black Death also set the stage for major economic, 
cultural, and spiritual upheaval that ultimately led to the 
transition from medieval to early modern Europe. This 
course will investigate the status of Europe just prior to the arrival of the Black Death, the course of the pestilence 
itself, the effects of the Black Death and its recurring waves over the next hundred and fifty years, and current 
scholarly debates that surround these issues. 
 
H340: Women and War 
Instructor: McAdams 
T/TH 11-12:15 
Revised course description: This course has been offered previously as a catalogue 
course, but the content of the course has been altered to include the role of women in 
conflicts beyond World War I and World War II, including the Vietnam War, the civil war in 
the former Yugoslavia, and present conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan. This course will 
analyze military conflict from the perspective of gender.  The experience of women will be 
the focus of the course, but the course will also examine how gendered concepts related 
to being male and female play a role in the making of war. Students will analyze the 
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effects of war on women's status and will examine the impact of war on gender roles and the relationship between 
men and women. Course is cross-listed with Women and Gender Studies (WGS 340), for WGS Minor.  
 
H474: Intro to Museum Studies 
Instructor: J. Hall 
Time: Thursday 6:30-9:15 
This course is designed to provide students with a broad introduction to the field of museum work, with particular 
attention to history museums. Topics included will be the history and philosophy of museums; the social, 
economic, and political trends that shape museums; the staffing, management and financing of museums; and 
the multiple functions of museums, including the collections, care of objects, exhibition design, interpretation, 
educational programs, research activities, and public relations.  
 
G471: Cultures and Environments Field Series: Peru,  Land of the Incas 
Instructor: Fyfe 
Time: MINI-MESTER, May 2009 
This course will be a field study course of the human and physical geographies of Peru. The course includes a 9-
day excursion to Peru and a class lecture component. Topics covered include: globalization, sustainable tourism, 
cultural and historical geography, economic development, climate, topography and environmental conservation. 
Permission of the instructor is required. Cost of the course is $2,987, which includes airfare, hotels, breakfast and 
dinner daily, sightseeing tours of Lima, Cuzco, Machu Pichu, and Ollantaytambo. A full-time bilingual tour guide 
will accompany the class. Contact dfyfe@ycp.edu for information. Below: Machu Pichu in Peru. 
 

 
 

Student –Faculty Forums and Recent Events 
 
Presentation of Gladfelter Award projects : In association with York College’s Student Scholars Week, held 
annually at the end of April, the department hosted a presentation of the research conducted by our Gladfelter 
Awardees (see information about the award below). Senior Lauren Tucker presented her research on American 
utopian communities, and Senior Emily Seitz presented her work on US involvement with Tibet. Senior Mitchell 
Koffman also presented his oral history project research on men who fought in the Burmese theater in World War 
II. Mitchell’s project was fulfillment of the requirements to graduate from the Honors Program of York College.  
 
Departmental Breakfast : On May 8, 2008, the department continued its  
annual tradition of hosting a breakfast for graduating seniors and students who have received departmental 
awards and recognition, or served the department in some leadership capacity. Prof. Kay McAdams was the 
“featured” speaker, and she continued, as well, the tradition of presenting a biographical account of her path to 
York College. The audience learned that growing up in Nebraska was not boring, that she had running water and 
electricity, and that her interest in history grew from her love of family history and artifacts. At the breakfast, the 
following students were recognized: Loni Reynolds and Nicole Starner (Morrison Award), Anna Horneman (Hatch 
Award), Mike Mangels (Khanna Award), Lauren Tucker (Geography Award), Pam Alexander (Students Scholars 
Day Award). Pam Alexander, Joe Cignerella, Nicholas Gaetani, J. Peter Glaws, Marcella Holms, Mike Mangels, 
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Andrew Messier, Samantha Price, and Kelly Summers were also received Departmental Recognition.  
 

 
 
Medieval Feast : On May 2, 2008, Buechel Lounge was transported back to the Middle Ages for an afternoon of 
medieval merriment. Dr. Ilana Krug's class H317, Medieval Civilization, hosted several members of the History 
and Political Science faculty, and were served a sumptuous feast by members of the new Living History club, who 
were dressed in medieval clothing. Dr. Krug, dressed in an authentic, but very silly looking, medieval garb, 
explained the feast items and, to everyone's amusement, her outfit. Dr. Peter Levy graciously presided over the 
table as "king" for the afternoon, a role he seemed to enjoy immensely. Medieval music serenaded everyone 
during the feast, which consisted of three different removes, or courses. Dishes included marinated cucumbers, 
ymbre day tart (recipe below), armored turnips, frumenty, chicken and pear stew, and an apple and walnut tart, as 
well as bread and butter. After the feast, many people stayed to participate in medieval and Renaissance circle 
dances, and despite some good-natured clumsiness and footwork mishaps, everyone laughed and had a good 
time. Try our medieval recipe for an alternative from your usual fare. 
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Constitution Day : On September 17, the department held its first Constitution Bee in honor of Constitution Day. 
Constitution Day was established at the behest of Senator Robert Byrd of West Virginia in 2004. Byrd was 
frustrated with the lack of public knowledge about this essential document, and a Federal law was thus enacted 
requiring educational institutions that receive Federal money to conduct an educational event on that day. The 
Department of History and Political Science decided that this year it would conduct an interactive event involving 
faculty and students, and the event was organized by Prof. John Altman. Prof. Altman developed questions 
related to the content of the Constitution, its creation, and its impact. Profs Avillo and Kulbicki also provided 
additional questions. Students competed in three teams: Team 1: Sarah Snyder,  Kendell Snyder, Travis Moul, 
and Ryan Liggit. Team 2: Cory Ilgenfritz, and Brian Hare. Team 3: Abby Distefano, Jeremy King, Alison Henkins. 
The teams spent about an hour competitively answering questions about the Constitution. The event was 
attended by 20 students and faculty. The winning team (Team 1) won a gift certificate to the White Rose Café’ in 
York. Sarah Snyder, Political Science Major and member of the winning team says: “The Constitution Day 
Jeopardy Game held by the History and Political Science department was great fun!  It was not only really 
engaging and educational, but it was also a great way to get to know other students in the department.  I learned 
a lot of facts--both obscure and extremely relevant--about the Constitution, and my team also got an awesome gift 
certificate when we won!!" Next year, Prof. Altman plans to make some changes to the competition, including 
assigning point values to questions of varying difficulty and allowing teams to have a “lifeline” by asking a 
professor (that may or may not help!).  Prof. Altman says that the event was “Fun, and we received good 
feedback from faculty and students. Its value was in that students prepared for it by studying the Constitution. 
Even audience members learned about the Constitution.” Thank you to Prof. Altman, Prof. Levy, and the student 
participants for making this a successful departmental event.  

 
 
Renaissance Faire: On September 28, 
members of the Honors Program and Dr. 
Krug’s Renaissance and Reformation class 
braved the rain and mud to trek out to the 
Maryland Renaissance Festival. All were 
greeted with a plethora of appropriately (or 
inappropriately) Renaissance-themed 
entertainment and activities, from a 
production of Shakespeare's "Romeo and 
Juliet", to the joust (in a spectacular 
downpour), to the bawdy music 

Ymbre Day Tart:  
 

1 - 1 1/2 cup diced onion (about 1 large)  
1 cup grated mild cheese (cheddar is 

nice)  
3/4 cup raisins  

3 eggs  
1/2 t. saffron or curry powder  

2 t. ground cinnamon  
2 t. ground cloves  
2 t. ground nutmeg  
2 t. ground ginger  

1 1/2 T. breadcrumbs or flour  
1 t. chopped parsley  

 
Preheat the oven to 350.  

Sautee the onion with saffron and half 
the other spices.  

Spread at bottom of the pie crust.  
Put cheese on evenly.  

Sprinkle raisins on evenly.  
Beat the eggs with breadcrumbs or flour 

and remaining spices.  
Pour over the tart.  

Sprinkle parsley on top.  
Bake for about 30 minutes."  
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performances, to the artisan displays by the glassblower and blacksmith, to the excess of food and drink found 
everywhere. Despite the horror raised by some other festival patrons' choice of clothing, and the deep mud that 
the dirt paths had become (which some students pointed out was quite in keeping with the period feel), a good 
time was had by all. Well, except perhaps by Professors Krug and Nolan, who ended up in the stocks. 
 
Reception for new students: On the afternoon of October 23, the department hosted a reception for new majors 
to the department. Approximately 20 students and faculty assembled for the event, which was held in the lobby of 
the Humanities Center. While the attendees enjoyed some good snacks, they also received information about 
learning and career-building opportunities that some of our seniors have taken advantage and benefitted from. 
Seniors Samantha Brletich (Political Science), Anthony Zacchino (History), and Frank Terranova (Secondary 
Education—Social Studies), talked with students about internships, research awards, experiential learning, 
tutoring positions, and editorial work that are offered by the department. We thank those students, and Prof. Levy 
and our administrative assistant, Rosemary Wivagg, for setting up the event as a welcome to our new students.  
 

Upcoming events: Nathaniel Fick to speak: November 20, 4-5:00, Schmidt Library for 
formal talk, and November 21, 9-11:11 in Alumni Hall for informal discussion with students.  
The department will host author and veteran Nathaniel C. Fick. Fick is the author of New York 
Times bestseller, One Bullet Away: The Making of a Marine Officer (Houghton Mifflin, 2005), 
and he is currently a Fellow at the Center for New American Security. Prior to joining the 
CNAS, Fick served in the Marine Corps infantry and was a reconnaissance officer. He served 
in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq. His role in the invasion of Iraq is chronicled in Generation 
Kill, which is a bestselling book and the subject of an HBO special. He is a contributor to The 
New York Times, Washington Post, USA Today, CNN, NPR,  and the BBC. Fick is a member 
of the Council on Foreign Relations and the International Institute of Strategic Studies, and 
serves as a Director of the Marine Corps Scholarship  Foundation and the Rockefeller Center 

for Public Policy at Dartmouth College. He holds a B.A. in Classics from Dartmouth, an MBA from the Harvard 
Business School, and an MPA in International Security Policy from Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. Please join us for these events. 
 
GIS Demonstration Evening : November 19, HUM 131 (GIS Lab). Prof. Fyfe’s current GIS class will demonstrate 
the opportunities afforded by learning GIS and will present their own GIS-assisted research.  

Experiential Learning opportunities 
 
Arab League:   In Spring 2008, Profs. Khanna and Ilgenfritz offered students the opportunity to participate in a 
Model Arab League simulation, which is held annually at Miami University of Ohio in late February. York College 
participated with 8 other colleges, and represented Lebanon. Students who attended were Denise Brennan, 
Andrew Messier, Samantha Brletich, and Tom Taylor, who spoke for Lebanon on the councils, around which the 
Arab League is organized. Student participants said that they were able to gain insight into how the region 
functions—beyond the textbook perspective. Matters discussed included the potential threat to the Arab world 
posed by Iranian nuclear weapons development, difficulties with regard to resolving the Palestinian situation, 
barriers in the Arab world to the education of women, dealing with the growing number of Iraqi refugees in the 
region, and the environmental impact of the use of chemical pesticides and fertilizers in the Arab world. This 
simulation will be accompanied by an official course component in Spring 2009.  
 

European Union:  Every Fall semester, York College provides students with the 
opportunity to participate in a Model European Union simulation, which is offered in 
conjunction with the European Union class. The simulation is held every year in mid-
November in Washington, DC. Like the Arab League simulation, the simulation 
experience provides students with learning beyond the textbook. The active learning 
involved with preparing for and carrying out the student’s assigned role allows them to 
develop a working knowledge of how the EU functions as one of the most important 
international organizations in the world today. York College will represent the role of 
Spain and Sweden under the guidance of Prof. Aguayo. This year’s simulation issue 
concerns agricultural policy. Students may take the European Union class multiple 

times for credit within the limits of the student’s major. Contact Prof. Aguayo (jaguayo@ycp.edu) for more 
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information.  
 
Model United Nations : It is very unusual for a smaller college to be able to offer its students three simulation 
opportunities, but this demonstrates this department’s commitment to active and relevant learning for students. 
The Model United Nations is currently offered as part of a student club. In April 2009, 13 YCP students will travel 
to New York City to participation in the very large (+5,000) simulation event. The group has met the limit for the 
number of students it can take as the delegation this spring, but it will be offered next spring, with faculty sponsors 
Prof. Li and Fyfe. Senior Political Science major, Samantha Brletich has organized this year’s delegation.  
 
INTERNSHIPS: Those seeking internships in the field of Political Science and History should take advantage of the 
resources offered by Career Services, located in the Iosue Student Building. Political Science faculty also receive 
information about opportunities on a regular basis.  
 
Prof. Paul Doutrich  oversees an internship program  that combines experience at three sites: York County 
Archives, Historic York (historic preservation), and the York Historical Society. Students complete a minimum of 
40 hours at each site over the course of a semester. Students who have taken advantage of this opportunity in 
the past have found it to be a beneficial way of learning about possible career options in history. The current 
director of the York County Archives was a departmental graduate and participated in this internship program. 
Prof. Doutrich has numerous contacts at those organizations and works with those contacts to establish an 
internship that is beneficial to the student and the organization. Three students per semester may participate. 
Interested students should contact Prof. Doutrich (pdoutric@ycp.edu) about this opportunity.  
 
PAST AND PRESENT JOURNAL : The department supports the publication of a journal consisting of student 
scholarship. This journal, Past and Present, provides interested students with the opportunity to learn skills 
related to journal production and editing. A group of dedicated students (this year: Anthony Zacchino, Frank 
Terranova, Joe Phillips) collects papers and essays written by students and determines which would make 
excellent examples of the scholarship produced by this department’s students. New this past year was the 
inclusion of Lesson Plans/Units produced by our Secondary Education—Social Studies majors. Papers are 
chosen anonymously, and the selection committee tries to balance topics and history and political science papers. 
Quality of research and writing are the main criteria for inclusion in the journal. Work on this journal requires a 
major time commitment, but one that is rewarding. Like an internship, production of this journal involves the 
development of skills with direct professional application, such as editing, copy-editing, and formatting. Students 
are “editors,” and can include that on any resume, along with a submission of the journal as an example of 
professional work completed. Our appreciation to the students who have worked hard on this publication. It is a 
rarity for smaller departments to have their own publication, and YCP’s Past and Present reflects the commitment 
of our students to the quality of the department and scholarship. Students interested in an editor position for Past 
and Present should contact advisor, Prof. Paul Doutrich, (pdoutric@ycp.edu). In order to order to serve as an 
editor, students must sign up for a three credit independent study each semester. For submission of papers: 
please submit paper on CD to Rosemary Wivagg or contact one of the editors.  
 
Writing tutors at the LRC: The Learning Resource Center, located on the bottom level of the Humanities Center, 
has positions for 1-2 Writing tutors, dedicated to assisting with writing for history classes, especially American and 
Western Civilization courses. Frank Terranova and Jacob Mendoza are currently the tutors, and if you would like 
more information, please contact them about their experience at fterrano@ycp.edu or jmendoza@ycp.edu. 
Students must have achieved no less than a 4.0 in the American and Western Civilization courses, and must be 
recommended to the LRC by the History faculty. See History Coordinator Kay McAdams for additional 
information. The LRC may also be looking for Political Science tutors—contact the LRC about this. 
  

Student Organizations 
 
HISTORY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE ORGANIZATION (HISPO): Current student leadership is Grant Rosul.  Prof. Peter 
Levy (plevy@ycp.edu) is serving as the organization’s advisor this year. In the past, the organization has offered 
trips to sites of interest to majors in this department, and sponsored departmental forums and speakers.  

 
PI SIGMA ALPHA: Pi Sigma Alpha is the Political Science Honor Society. Students admitted must meet the 
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following criteria: Be a Political Science Major or Minor, have a 3.3 overall GPA and a 3.0 in Political Science 
courses; have completed 60 credits, with 12 credits of Political Science courses, and at least one of those 
courses must be at the 300 or above level. This group frequently collaborates with other departmental student 
organizations to conduct events. Information about Pi Sigma Alpha can be obtained from Prof. Altman 
(jaltman@ycp.edu).  
 
PHI ALPHA THETA: Phi Alpha Theta is the History Honor Society. Students admitted for next year must meet the 
following criteria: Students must have a 3.3 overall grade point average for a minimum of 75 credits, a 3.0 GPA  
overall. Students must have completed a minimum of 24 credits in History. Current leadership of this organization 
are students Joe Phillips, Anthony Zacchino, and Jacob Mendoza. The advisor for Phi Alpha Theta is Prof. 
Padraic Kennedy (pkennedy@ycp.edu). The group recently organized a trip to the Library of Congress. 
 
Gladfelter Awards: The Gladfelter Awards (2-3 annually), are given to support original research over a two 
semester period in any subject sponsored by the department. Fliers with application information will be distributed 
to faculty and throughout the Humanities Building in March 2009.Students receive $1,000 to support their 
research. All students who will be juniors or seniors in the coming academic year, and who wish to conduct a 
major research project (great for grad school apps!) are encouraged to apply. Students are asked to take three 
credits of independent study each semester to accommodate work on the project. The deadline will be in mid-
April 2009.  Contact Prof. Kay McAdams (kmcadams@ycp.edu) for more information. For the 2008-09 academic 
year, the awardees are Anthony Zacchino, who is conducting research under Prof. Phil Avillo, on Abraham 
Lincoln’s policy regarding Civil War POWs and camps, and Brian Glardon, who is conducting research under 
Prof. Kay McAdams, on the connection between Nazi specialized killing units on the Eastern Front during World 
War II and their connection to the subsequent evolution of the Holocaust. Their research will be presented at a 
special forum during Student Scholars Week in Spring 2009.   

 
Departmental awards:  The department offers number of awards to recognize the achievements of its students, 
especially in the area of service to the department and/or college. Awards include the James L. Morrison Award 
(for academic achievement in American History courses); the Kenneth S. Hatch History and Political Science 
Department Award (given on the basis of academic merit and financial need; award is credit at the YCP 
bookstore; seniors are not eligible for this award); and the Sardari and Saroj Khanna Award (for academic 
achievement in international studies). Students who have an overall 3.2 GPS may also apply for departmental 
recognition. Faculty nominate and select students for these awards based upon academic merit and service to the 
department and college.  
 

Advising and Other Information 
 
All incoming freshmen and transfer students will be  required to obtain a release in order to register for 
Spring 2009 courses. Please plan ahead with regard to scheduling appointments with your advisor.  
 
Legal Studies Minor: The department oversees a minor in Legal Studies. All courses and their descriptions are 
available in the catalogue. Contact Prof. Kwasi Sarfo (ksarfo@ycp.edu) for more information.  
 
History Methods course, History Senior Seminar, and  Political Science Scope and Methods Course: Two 
sections of History Seminar will be offered this Spring by Profs. McAdams and Kennedy. Prof. Krug will offer 
History Methods in the Spring. Students MAY NOT take History Methods and History Seminar in the same 
semester. You are advised to take History Methods in your late sophomore/early junior year.  

Faculty News 
Prof. Peter Levy  In August 2008, he attended Department Chair's Symposium on "The History Major and 
Undergraduate Liberal Education," sponsored by the National History Center, August 2008, Washington, D.C, and 
in late September 2008, he presented a paper, “1968: A Pivotal Year: Race, Class and the Rise of the New Right 
in the United States," at an International Colloquium sponsored by the University of Colima, in Colima, Mexico.  

Prof. Ilana Krug   presented a paper entitled “Raids and War: Edward II and the Scottish Marches” in early May at 
the Annual Congress of Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo, MI.   
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Prof. Javier Aguayo  again wins the award for presenting papers the farthest from York: In early March he 
traveled to Lisbon, Portugal to present “Transforming City Dwellers into Peasants: A New Task for the Landless 
Rural Workers’ Movement in Brazil” at the Annual Meeting of the Portugese Political Science Association, On 
August 27-30, Prof. Aguayo participated in the IX International Conference of Urban History in Lyon, France. He 
presented a paper entitled “Diasporic Revolution in Sao Paulo: The Urban Strategy of the Sem Terra Movement 
(1985-2000)” as part of a panel devoted to the study of revolutions in the cities of Latin America. 
 
Prof. Phil Avillo  is running for the US House of Representatives, Pennsylvania 19th District, against incumbent 
Republican Representative Todd Platts.  

Our department’s Administrative Assistant, Rosemary Wivagg , welcomed a new grandson.  

Prof. Mel Kulbicki and Dr. John Altman are particularly busy this election season. Prof. Kulbicki has given, at 
last count, 14 interviews to local media regarding the elections. On October 27, Prof. Altman attended the forum 
"Forecasting the Election" at the National Press Club in Washington, DC. The event was sponsored by the 
American Political Science Association and American University's Center for Congressional and Presidential 
Studies. 

Prof. Kulbicki  has also reviewed manuscripts for Allyn and Bacon and for Norton, serves on the   Advisory Board 
for Annual Editions (State and Local Government),  and has accepted membership in the Fellowship of Catholic 
Scholars.  

Prof, Padraic Kennedy   served as Co-Program Chair  for the Western Conference on British Studies, held in 
San  Antonio TX, September 2008. 

Prof. Kay McAdams,  working with junior, now senior, Brian Glardon , worked with York’s Jewish Community 
Center, to create a new Holocaust education unit to be used in area middle and high schools.  

Prof. David Fyfe and Prof. Mary Graham  both attended the Pennsylvania Geographic Society conference in 
Clarion, Pennsylvania. Prof. Fyfe  also attended the Social Science History Association conference in Miami, FL 
from October 23-26, 2008. He presented a paper entitled “Linking Places through Circuits: Local, Regional, and 
National networks of Exchange around the Turn of the Twentieth Century.” This paper is based upon his 
dissertation research, which looks at the extent and impact of the routes of traveling salesmen, vaudeville 
troupes, and the circus. And Prof. Fyfe , ever the busy guy, will then present a paper at the Middle States Division 
of the Association of American Geographers at Millersville University. This paper, entitled “Social and Economic 
Networks in Central New York around the Turn of the Twentieth Century as Seen through the Lens of Small-town 
Newspapers.” For this paper, Prof. Fyfe transcribed the ‘personal’ columns of the local newspapers that reported 
people traveling to and from the community for business and personal reasons, to see what ‘everyday’ travel 
patterns were like in these small towns.  

Our Alumni: Where are they now? 
As you can see from this newsletter, our current faculty and alumni are indeed busy people. Our alumni are no 
less so, and as you can read below, they have benefitted from the learning opportunities offered by the faculty 
and their fellow students of this department.  

Nicholas Wolters  (History): Nicholas spent the summer in France, where he was “forced” to spend time on the 
Riviera, in the Alps, and in Paris. This Fall, Nick began graduate study to work on his M.A. at the University of 
Delaware in Spanish and French. He is currently carrying out a teaching assistantship in Spanish. His graduate 
work has included a French course on the Age of Voltaire, and an “awesome” course on La Celestina by 
Fernando de Rojas, a Spanish medieval author. He is also auditing a course on El Cid so that he “can get 
somewhat a head start on the massive reading lists that will haunt me until graduation!” Two of our other recent 
History alumni are also in graduate programs. Mitchell Koffman  is attending Arizona State University to obtain a 
Masters degree in Public History, and Jennifer Benner  (dual major, History and Political Science, and also a 
Gladfelter Award recipient), is in her second year at American University in Washington, DC. Jennifer, considered 
by several faculty to be the most organized student we have ever encountered, will graduate in May 2009 with a 
Masters in Public Policy and a Women, Politics, and Political Leadership Graduate Certificate.  She plans on 
working for a research institute in Washington, D.C., and she will continue her education by pursuing a doctoral 
degree in Public Policy. She writes that, “YCP and the professors in the History and Political Science Department 
prepared me very well for graduate studies at AU.  The demanding requirements of my professors and the 
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encouraging support I received enabled me to recognize my abilities and be successful in grad school.” 

Brandon Sherman  (Political Science) is currently working as Counsel to the General Counsel in the US 
Department of Education. He says, “I am responsible for providing legal advice to the Secretary and other senior 
officials in the Department of Education. This entails a lot of research and writing. Some of the subjects I cover 
include the Freedom of Information Act, Congressional oversight, Accreditation, Legislation, Free Speech, and 
Student Lending. I regularly meet with Congressional staff members and lobbyists. As a Presidential appointee, I 
am also responsible for carrying out the President’s and the Secretary’s policy objectives.  Political Science 
classes at YCP gave me great insight into the political process. “Campaigns, Parties, and Elections,” “Political 
Philosophy,” “American Constitutional Thought,” and “Scope and Methods,” were just a few of the classes that 
helped prepare me for this job. I also learned valuable writing and critical thinking skills at YCP. The opportunity 
for an internship in DC during my senior year gave me ‘real world” experience. Professors Kulbicki, Altman, and 
Van Tassell were all great mentors.”  

Andrew Ritter  (Political Science) finds himself “singing the praises of York College up here in Harrisburg.” 
Andrew is the Republican Executive Director of the PA House of Representatives Finance Committee, a position 
he has held since April 2006. In this capacity, he says, “I oversee the day-to-day operations of the Finance 
Committee. I, along with a dedicated staff…, screen and prepare legislation for committee consideration, work 
with the Committee Chairman in determining agendas, draft legislation and amendments, brief members of the 
House Republican Caucus on finance policy issues, and prepare House members accordingly for Floor debate. I 
also serve as the primary contact person for Republican House members on state tax and finance policies….” 
Andrew obtained this position through his experience as a Legislative Fellow with the House of Representatives, 
an opportunity he learned about through the YCP Career Development Office. He says that his placement with 
the House Finance Committee during this 13-week program provided him with hands-on experience with the 
Pennsylvania legislative process. A year after this internship, Andrew was asked to join the committee staff as a 
Research Analyst. He writes: “There are specific courses that I took at YCP that absolutely enabled a quick 
transition into the PA House of Representatives. For instance, Constitutional Law taught me the importance of the 
words in our governing documents (Constitutions, statutes, regulations, etc) and how those words can be 
interpreted by a court of law. Furthermore, my Senior Seminar greatly advanced my analytical skills – skills which 
I must apply on a daily basis when working with Finance legislation.” 

Dan Whitmoyer  (Political Science and Gladfelter Award recipient): Dan is currently employed by the Executive 
Office of Immigration Review under the United States Department of Justice in Boston, Massachusetts. His job 
entails several different aspects of immigration procedure. He processes notices to appear, bond hearing 
deadlines, and tasks related to the goals of headquarters. He writes that, “Even though the job can be quite 
challenging and stressful at times, through internship experience and educational background, meeting deadlines 
has become obtainable. While studying at York College I worked part time as a student under the Justice 
Department within the same agency. I worked part time from my sophomore year until graduation allowing me to 
utilize my classroom knowledge in actual field experience.” He cites several courses as assisting him in gaining 
an understanding of governmental procedure: Public Finance, Public Administration, and “most importantly”, 
Scopes and Methods. Dan says that, “without the classroom knowledge presented through these courses and 
several others, meeting deadlines and developing new strategies towards government efficiency could not have 
occurred. The department's ability to motivate, challenge and encourage its students to strive for excellence has 
enabled me to find work experience I truly enjoy….” 
 
The next copy of the newsletter will go out to current departmental majors and interested alumni in Spring 2009. If 
you have content or announcements that you would like to see included in the newsletter, please contact Prof. 
Kay McAdams (kmcadams@ycp.edu) or Prof. Ilana Krug (ikrug@ycp.edu). A tremendous thank you to Rosemary 
Wivagg for her editing and general wisdom with regard to putting this newsletter together. Graduating seniors—
please keep in touch! 

 

 

 

 

 


