After five years at the helm of thg
Department of History and Politica
Science, Chairperson Mel Kulbick
(Political Science) will be leaving th
position effective July 1, 2007. Prof.

Peter Levy (History) has been chosen
and has agreed to serve as the next
department chair. Here is what they hayve
to say about the department and |ts
future:
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FROM THE PROF. KULBICKI (CURRENT
CHAIR OF THE DEPARTMENT ):

It has been a wonderful five
years serving the faculty and studentslas
department chair. Only someone who has done tibscpan really appreciate how special this
department is. The time is right for me to stegvd as chair. The new building will be completed a
furnished and we will be moved in by mid-summehisTis a defining moment for the department. We
will have dedicated facilities for Oral History,I& and museum displays. There will be meeting
spaces for students and faculty, spacious offieefufl time and adjunct faculty, and, most impoittg,

a specific physical identity for the departmentistwill greatly enhance our visibility and our Eiyito
work with each other and our students.

The state of the department is sound. Three newitfahave been hired in the past five years, a
new five year plan is in place, our faculty, bothl-fime and adjunct, remain committed to high
standards in teaching and research. A faculty |dpueent program was begun to get greater
consistency among our courses and to share “bestiges.” New courses have been added to the
curricula and the political science major has beewvised in response to our on-going program
assessment. Work on a possible new major in latemal Studies has begun and will continue next
year. Our department sponsored student organmza#ice successful. The Arab League Simulation, the
Model UN, and the EU simulation have brought adamgeasure of recognition to the department along
with numerous awards. A student generated dismusstries has commenced with the fpkiditia
(faculty-student symposium). Past and Presentcontinues to showcase student achievement.
Challenges for the future include (a) hiring a nearld historian, a geographer and another political
scientist (b) maintaining our department identifidasuccess in the context of a growing college; and
finally (c) building a strong sense of shared psgand community by taking full advantage of ow ne



facilities. | am confident that the new chairm&nofessor Peter Levy, in cooperation with our figcu
and students, and the unflagging help and suppgdriosemary Wivagg, will lead us to even greater
achievement and excellence.

FROM INCOMING CHAIRPERSON, PETER LEVY:

As the chairperson, | intend to build on our triaditas a student-centered department. All of the
Department's full-time faculty members teach bathoductory and upper division-level courses, aglvis
various student organizations, frofast and Presenand the European Union, to the College-wide
honor's program, and we will continue to do so.adidition, we have always been the Department that
has promised to cover the world and | want to parsutiatives, such as study and travel abroad
programs and public forums, that will help studesmsl other members of the York community better
understand global developments, past, present,fatnde. Clearly, working next to and with the
English and Humanities Department in the new Hutresand Social Sciences Center will allow us to
pursue such initiatives. Already, for example, fBssor Kulbicki has promised to sponsor regular
faculty-student forums to discuss a wide rangeopics. Finally, | hope to reach out to our alumni,
because | believe they can serve as a resourag tmugent students and because | feel we canragmti
to offer them services after their graduation.

Beginning this summer, the Department of Historyd dPolitical Science along with the
Department of English and Humanities will move he hew Humanities and Social Sciences Center,
currently under construction on the location of fitvener Wolf Gymnasium.

This new building will provide the department wittumerous opportunities through its
technology-rich classroom environment and the space
designated for faculty and student use. It is oopeh
that our new location will facilitate the developmef
a closer community of students through common space
and will enhance student-faculty communication and
interaction. The new building represents the celleg
commitment to the liberal arts and the professional
vision of the department.

We are looking forward to increased access_to
computer lab space (including GIS), the film scregmoom, the student and faculty common areas, the
adequate storage space for departmental equipmdrfiles, expanded professional working space for
our departmental administrative assistant, dispfagce for student projects or museum exhibitiond, a
for Prof. McAdams and Prof. Altman, offices witlwandow!

In anticipation of the move, faculty will be cleagiout offices and purging book collections.
This could be your opportunity to expand your ovarsoenal library. Look for stacks of books in the
hallways of Life Sciences.







In the Fall 2006 and early Spring 2007 semesterHistory “half” of the department conducted
a search for a new World Historian. This positieran addition for the department, and was created t
meet the student demand for broader range of cauespecially courses on thematic or cross-national
themes. Unfortunately, we were unable to securersop for this job, which was to begin in Fall 2007
It is our hope that we will be able to conduct &eotsearch to fill this position in the near futufée
department is currently interviewing for a VisitiRyofessor (one academic year) to teach Western
Civilization and European history courses.

Prof. Stephen Wessley(History) and Prof. John Altman (Political Science) will be on
sabbatical in the coming year. Prof. Wessley wdl dn sabbatical for the duration of the 2007-08
academic year, and Prof. Altman will conduct hiblsdical in the Spring 2008 semester. Both have
interesting research projects that they will pursue

The department also welcomed two new faculty mes)Beof. Javier Aguayo andProf. Dong
Wang (both Political Science), who joined us in FalDBO

Prof. Mel Kulbicki co-authored a paper "Rescuing ProfessionalisrtfieaAnnual International
Conference of Social Science in Waikiki in June 208le and his research team presented a workshop
"The Promise and Perils of Collaborative Reseaatlihe same conference. Prof. Kulbicki also served
as a consultant to the PA Humanities Council reiggrd program sponsored by the Hershey Museum in
Hershey, PA.

This past year saw the addition of two new Spebuglics courses that reflect the addition of the
history faculty memberProf. Padraic Kennedy. Prof. Kennedy is currently offering those two new
courses: British Imperialism and Terrorism.

In Fall 2007, Prof. Paul Doutrich will offer a
Special Topics course on Thomas Jefferson (H48bR011-

12:15, Doutrich). According to Prof. Doutrich, thteurse
will explore the many dimensions of one of Amergcaiost
controversial figures. Students will develop a basi
biographical understanding of Jefferson’s life ahdb
achievements. The class will also examine the wuario
controversial positions Jefferson took and how Vimsws
changed during his life.

You should have received a copy of the Summer and
Fall schedule of classes, and they are availablkinen
Please consider the following when scheduling:

The Methods and Theory in History (H240) course

which is required of all History and Secondary

Education— Social Studies majors BEFORE taking



History Seminar will be offered biprof. Peter Levy during Mini-mester. This course fills up
quickly when offered during the regular semesteosf you will be around during May and need
the course, you might consider taking it then.
The Political Science Scopes and Methods (PS26&keawill be offered this Fall 2007, but due
to Prof. Altman’s sabbatical in the Spring, it hmat been determined whether it will be offered
in Spring 2008. Political Science majors shoulcetdiis into consideration when planning their
courses for the coming year.
In Spring 2008Prof. Kay McAdams anticipates offering a Special Topics course @anHblocaust
in Film. The course will examine how the genre @idtaust film shapes popular understanding of the
Holocaust, and students will work on developing #kéls necessary to read film as a source of
interpretation about the past. Although the Nazin@y course (H420) offered this fall is not regdir
for the Holocaust in Film course, it is stronglgoenmended.

Beginning Thursday, April, and continuing every $day and Thursday through May 3, History
Seminar students will present their research. dhation is LS 312, and the time is 2-3:15.

April 12: Panel: Dealing with a difficult past
Matthew Higgins: “Apartheid and America. How th& bandled state-sponsored racism”
Chris Simeti: “The legacy of war in Japan and Garyi
David McElroy: “Reality Transformed: East Germaamen and the transition to a
unified Germany”

April 17: Panel: Politics and reform
Philip Mann: “A History of Hatred: Unraveling Anelw Jackson'’s veto of the Second Bank
of the United States’
Tyler DeHaven: “The failure of Russian peasantcagfure and industrial reform under
Tsar Nicholas 1I”
Dan Gressley:“The blunder of Bismarck’s Kulturk&rmapd its impact on the Center Party”

April 19: Panel: Constructing identities through film, literature and the media
Nerva Ramos: “Who are the Nuyericans?”
Alpana Chhibber: “Namaste America!: The Indian-Aio@n experience as presented
through literature and film”

April 24: Panel: Local histories/national events
Jennifer Benner: “The voices of a movement: [ot@ak women who fought for change”
Stephanie Weitzenberg: “The Vietham War and Westight County: An unexpected
anti-war movement.”
Jeff Wapples: “Did the Civil War really end?: Restruction in Tennessee”

April 26: Panel: Race and the telling of history
Amanda Henry: “Would we make Martin Luther King, groud?: The evolution of Black
History Month in the United States”
Jennah Fisher: “Patriarchy and a woman’s bodiiénAntebellum South”
Valerie Weary: “African-American gospel music ahé Civil Rights movement”



May 1: Panel: Constitution making and remaking
Josh Arnold: “Reconstructing the constitution: Rennsylvania Constitutional
Convention 1967-68"
Nate Pfaff: “Restraint for Order: Fears in the fateevolution”

May 3: Panel: Outsiders and Insiders

Nick Shirey: “The ideal works of Harriet Goodhuestner”
Tom Scott: “The impact of foreign players on Esglfootball support”
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INTERNSHIPS: Those seeking internships in the field of PolitiSaience should take advantage of the
resources offered by Career Services, locatedenidiue Student Building?rof. John Altman and
other Political Science faculty also receive infatian about opportunities on a regular basis.

Students seeking internships in History may atstsalt the Career Services center, but should
also be aware th&rof. Paul Doutrich oversees an internship program that combines mxmer at
three sites: York County Archives, Historic Yorkigtoric preservation), and the York Historical
Society. Students complete a minimum of 40 houmsaah site over the course of a semester. Students
who have taken advantage of this opportunity ingst have found it to be a beneficial way of leagn
about possible career options in history. The ardirector of the York County Archives was a
departmental graduate and participated in thisnstap program. Prof. Doutrich has numerous coatact
at those organizations and works with those cositecestablish an internship that is beneficiathi®
student and the organization. Three students peester may participate, and students must meet the
college requirementdor having an internship. Interested students khawontact Prof. Doutrich
(pdoutric@ycp.eduabout this opportunity.

EXPERIENTIAL SIMULATIONS : The department’s faculty currently offer, with defnental support,
three simulation experiences that provide studeritsopportunities for active learning:
Prof. Saroj Khanna (sbkhanna@ycp.edlwffers the opportunity to participate in Arab gea,
a simulation that is held annually in early spretgMiami University in Ohio. This past year,
York College represented Syria, a role describe®tnf. Khanna as “difficult, but interesting.”
Members of the delegation and the delegation itssléived awards for its preparedness and
quality of participation.
President Waldner (who is a member of the Political Science facufggilitates the Model
United Nations. Students participate as part dudent-organized club and travel to New York
City in mid-spring for the annual simulation.




Prof. Kay McAdams (kmcadams@ycp.edland Prof. Javier Aguayo(jaguayo@ycp.eduwill
offer the European Union course and simulationragi@s fall. Participation in the simulation is
associated with registering for this
three credit course. Students may
participate multiple times and receive
credit. The simulation is held i
November in Washington, DC an
includes participation of 11-12 other
colleges in the Mid-Atlantic area.
Students visit the embassy of the EU
member state that YCP represents.
This coming year, YCP will agai
represent France and will work on the
issue of global warming and
policymaking.

Please feel free to contact the department andsspiogy faculty directly if you have questions
about any of these learning opportunities. Studshtaild be aware that participation entails extra
costs to be paid by the students, either dire¢ttil@asimulation and/or as an extra course fee.

PAST AND PRESENT JOURNAL: The department supports the publication of a jaluwonsisting of
student scholarship. This journal, Past and Pregeovides interested students with the opportutaty
learn skills related to journal production and egjit A group of dedicated students (this year: MHerv
Ramos, Chris Kann, Tiffany Walters, April Lutz, Bl Graham, Mitchell Koffmann, Josh Arnold)
collects papers and essays written by studentsler@mines which would make excellent examples of
the scholarship produced by this department’s siisde

Papers are chosen anonymously, and the selectromittee tries to balance topics and history
and political science papers. Quality of reseancth ariting are the main criteria for inclusion inet
journal. From the dozens of submissions, approxeiydtO are chosen. Work on this journal requires a
major time commitment, but one that is rewardingkeLan internship, production of this journal
involves the development of skills with direct ms$ional application, such as editing, copy-edijting
and formatting. Students are “editors,” and caruithe that on any resume, along with a submission of
the journal as an example of professional work detef.

Our appreciation to the students who have worked lba this publication. It is a rarity for
smaller departments to have their own publicatéord YCP’s Past and Present reflects the commitment
of our students to the quality of the departmerd anholarship. Thanks as well to Prof. Stephen
Wessley for working with the students throughowt ylears orPast and PresenStudents interested in
an editor position for next yeamlast and Presenshould contact next year's advisdtrof. Paul
Doutrich, (pdoutric@ycp.edu In order to order to serve as an editor, stuglemist sign up for a three
credit independent study each semester.
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Students within the department actively supporimlmer of organizations associated with the
department’s majors:

HISTORY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE ORGANIZATION (HISPO)

Current student leadership is Brad Dyjak, JoshokinApril Lutz, Dan Gobble, and Joe
Cignarella. This group recently held a debate onrchlad. Five faculty (Altman, Avillo,
Kulbicki, Levy, and Doutrich) were asked to debanethe topic of the three worst US Presidents
and the three best US Presidents. Faculty were @pecific criteria for choosing their “best and
worst picks”: policies initiated, performance irfiog, legacy. There was general agreement on
the top three: Franklin D. Roosevelt, Abraham Lincand George Washington. There was
more significant dispute concerning the bottom ehrevith Pierce, Buchanan, Lyndon B.
Johnson, and George W. Bush being selected fodthgus honor. 40-50 people attended this
event. Congratulations to the officers of HISPOdoganizing this successful event for the YCP
community. The organization may arrange for similabates next year, perhaps including non-
YCP faculty as part of the debate. If you have sstjgns for topics, please contact one of the
student leaders. Other activities of this orgamzain the past: Movies, student discussion, trips
to DC and GettysburgProf. Kwasi Sarfo (ksarfo@ycp.edu is faculty sponsor of this
organization.

PI SGMA ALPHA: Pi Sigma Alpha is the Political Science Honorsi&tyc Students admitted
must meet the following criteria: Be a Politicali&@tce Major or Minor, have a 3.3 overall GPA
and a 3.0 in Political Science courses; have camble2 credits of Political Science courses,
with at least one of those courses being at theoB@bove level. This group frequently
collaborates with other departmental student omgdins to conduct eventrof. John

Altman (jaltman@ycp.educurrently sponsors this organization.

PHI ALPHA THETA: Phi Alpha Theta is the History Honors Society.dgfts admitted for next
year must meet the following criteria: all majorsashave a 3.3 overall grade point average for a
minimum of 75 credits, a 3.1 GPA in history coursasd have completed a minimum of 24
credits in History. Current leadership of this argation includes Nate Pfaff, Josh Arnold, Jeff
Waples, Jeff Wilver. This past year, Phi Alpha Ehleas sponsored a trip to Washington, DC
(various museums). Next year, students who aregstied in becoming actively involved in this
organization are encouraged to try to attend thergan Historical Association’s Annual
Conference, which will be held in Washington, DGearly January 2008. With advance
planning, the organization could apply for fundingm the Student Senate. The advisor for Phi
Alpha Theta next year will brof. Padraic Kennedy(pkennedy@ycp.edu

CounciL oF MAJORs: The Council of Majors was created recently tolftade student input

into departmental matters, such a curriculum andfm development and changes and faculty
hiring. ContactProf. Mel Kulbicki (mkulbick@ycp.edyif you wish to become involved in this
organization.




NEW ORGANIZATION : SOCIETY FOR CREATIVE ANACHRONISM OR SCA: The organization held
its first meeting on March 2band will be having a second meeting on MarcH 8LS314 at 4
pm. This organization is for anyone at the collegm is interested in historically-informed role-
playing related to the Middle Ages. According toocWalters, who is part of the student
leadership along with Tiffany Walters, activitiestimn the SCA include: Arts and Sciences-
Armoring, Calligraphy and lllumination, CeramicsdaRottery, Cooking, Costuming, Dancing,
Fiber Arts, Gardening and Herbalism,
Heraldry, Leatherworking, Medieval
Games, Metalworking, Music
Needlework, Poetry and Literature, and
Woodworking. Martial Arts such a
Armored Combat, Fencing, Target
Archery, Combat Archery, Throw
Weapons, Siege Weapons, Youth
Combat and Equestrian activities are
also available. The SCA has community
as well as college participants. The local
SCA shire is called Owlsherste which
covers all of York County. Interested
newcomers should contact Scott Walteswdlters@ycp.edu and/or Lora-Lynn Rice at
chatelaine@owlsherst.eastkingdom.argHolly Wood by telephone at 717-938-4201 (ndscal
after 9pm, please). The Owilsherste websitewisw.owlsreste.eastkingdom.orgnd more
information can be obtained aivw.sca.organd atwww.scademo.com The OwlsHerst Spring
War Practice is the weekend of April 27-29. Infotioa can be found at
http://www.eastkingdom.org/event-detail.html?eid613Prof. Carol Bair (cbair@ycp.ed) of
the Biology Department and Academic Advising Offisea faculty sponsor of this organization.

Photo used with the permission of Heather Fagan.
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On April 17, 2007 at 4 pm in the chapel, Pi Sigmipha and Phi Alpha Theta will hold their
induction ceremonies.

On May 3, 2007 at 8 am in the 1770s Room., the rtimeat will hold its annual awards and
recognition breakfast. Faculty speaker to ProfnJaltman.

April 12 is the deadline for applying for the twd,800 Gladfelter Awards. These awards are
given to support a year of research and writingug@moject in History or Political Science. Fliers
about the awards have been distributed around cauepd to all departmental full time faculty.
Contact Prof. Kay McAdams for more information.

The department offers a number of other awardgdognize the achievements of its students,
especially in the area of service to departmentarttie college. Named awards include the James L.



Morrison Award (for academic achievement in Amemiddistory courses), the Kenneth S. Hatch
History and Political Science Department Award égivon the basis of academic merit and financial
need; award is credit at the YCP bookstore, semmaot eligible); and the Sardari and Saroj Klaann
Award (for academic achievement in internationatiss). Students who have an overall 3.2 GPA may
also apply for departmental recognition. Facultesestudents for these awards and recognitionsdas
upon academic merit and service to department alhepe.
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The department has a strong group of adjuncttiageio teach courses at all levels. We would
not be the excellent academic department we aresaree the college in the way that we do with our
course offerings, without the work of many talendeljluncts, several of whom have been with us for
quite awhile. In this section, we profile an adjumbo has not strayed far from York College.

Scott Gyenescurrently teaches Western Civilization | and Ihdahas also taught American
Civilization | and a course on Islam (for the Espliand Humanities department). He received his B.A.
in history from YCP and his Masters from WesterrcMgan University, for which he wrote a thesis on
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish Relations in Medie®aciety and Law. He is currently a full time
History Teacher for York Country Day School, a ptir K-12 school owned by York College. Prof.
Gyenes is also an adjunct professor of historyaatisburg Area Community College in York, where he
teaches World History | and Il and Western Civiliaa | and Il. According to Prof. Gyenes, returning
to YCP was a unique experience as far as workinly fermer teachers and now colleagues.

He says, “I had college teaching experience saldssroom was not unusual, but addressing my
former professors by their first names was unigbe first Holiday Party was really the transitionm fo
me from former student to colleagues and friendabse everyone was so welcoming and generous in
their support and advice.” He finds teaching atk/@ollege to be rewarding because of the engagement
of the students, support of his colleagues, anedven to teach the way he believes is the besbfit t
accomplish the goals of the class.

In his time away from his teaching, Prof. Gyenked to spend as much time as possible with his
family, which includes his wife and 7 year old sdmins are on the way on October, so Prof. Gyenes
will be busier than he already is. His hobbies udel weightlifting and exercising, walking his
Newfoundland dog, and watching the New York Giants.

When asked about books he would recommend to rsisidEerof. Gyenes responded: “I keep
Bruce Feiler’s, “Where God was Born: A Journeylayd to the Roots of Religion” on my office desk
all the time for both professional and personasoes. It is a book about a person’s search angueist
a finding an answer...exactly the goal of the Histori Fieler’s joy in his subject reminds me of why
decided to become a historian and teacher andshefsemy soul when | am bogged down in the middle
of research papers and final exam essays.”

He has the following words of wisdom: “Before yoan be a good teacher you must know your
subject in and out. You will never teach everythyou know, but must have the ability to transition
from political to social to economic to keep théenmest of the students. Students can read thesbas



from a textbook, movie, History channel, but neleel teacher to guide them/transition them among the
period making connections which are as alive nowwagn they were during the period we are
discussing. We must challenge the student; ncapgathem.”

The department thanks Prof. Gyenes and all @fdjsncts for their work and dedication to this
department, in terms of service and quality andagingy instruction.

We have received the following most recent news:

Axel Egilsson (Political Science, December 20023 been working as a Political Assistant at
the US Embassy in Reykjavik, Iceland since Decen@B€b. “It's an awesome job and it allows me to
work with what | am truly interested in: Internatad Relations. Every day is different. There’s atwa
something to look forward to, and one can say ttsill have one foot in the US by working there.”
Axel participated in the Model European Union il 2&02.

For news about departmental alums, please seelather department’s home page. If you have
news, please submit that to either Prof. Altmang \places it on the home page, or to Prof. McAdams,
who issues this newsletter.



