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From the Chair: Prof. Peter Levy 
 

One of the great pleasures of chairing the History and 
Political Science department is gaining a greater knowledge of 
the extraordinary things that my colleagues do than I had 
known before I became chair.   For example, by reading 
student evaluations, I learn about some of the innovative 
techniques that the department’s teachers are using in the 
classroom to enhance student achievement—some of which I 
steal/borrow for my own use.   Just as significantly, I have 
gained a much greater appreciation of the exceptional activities 
that many of the department’s members are engaged in outside 
of the classroom.  Hence, Professor McAdams and I decided to 
focus the spring 2009 departmental newsletter on the theme of 
service.   
 Over the course of a year, members of the Department 
of History and Political Science can be found not only teaching 
courses about global and local issues but also involving 
themselves in global and local affairs.  How many other 
departments, not just at York College, but nationwide, do you 
know about that had faculty members who campaigned for 
congress, aided the poor in some of the most disadvantaged 

corners of the globe, spearheaded efforts to rescue abused animals, counseled nonprofit agencies, held positions 
as officers of their professional organizations, led fundraising efforts at their churches and fraternal organizations, 
and delivered talks to community groups, all in one year?  Not many, if any, I bet.  Well, members of York 
College’s Department of History and Political Science did all of these things and more.   
 Hopefully, the following stories will inspire you as they have inspired me.  In the least, they will help you 
develop a greater appreciation of your professors, or those who, heretofore, you have thought of primarily as 
teachers and teachers alone.  And perhaps, their stories will inspire you to dedicate yourselves to acts of service.  
And if you are already engaged in similar extra-curricular activities, please let us know so that we can publicize 
them in future issues of department’s newsletter.   {The photo is of Prof. Levy, with his wife, Diane, a guide, and 
an unnamed elephant that was part of an elephant rescue program in Zimbabwe, Summer 2006—that is indeed 
extraordinary!} 

 
History and Political Science: To Serve is To Live 
 
“To serve is to live.” That is the English translation of York College’s motto, and the faculty, staff and students of 
the Department of History and Political Science live up to that expectation for service to college, community, 
nation, and world in their daily activities and through engagement in professional, college, and community 
organizations. Our students are a consistent presence in York College’s Student Senate, with several of our majors 
having served as President, Vice President, or as officers (current senior Secondary Education—Social Studies 
Frank Terranova is past President). Student organizations on campus, such as Lambda, the Living History Club, 
Solidarity, the Frisbee Club, Habitat for Humanity, and numerous others, have benefitted from the participation 
and leadership of students majoring in History, Political Science, or Secondary Education—Social Studies.  We 
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also have several students in our department whose service includes military service, either in the reserves, or 
active duty in Iraq and/or Afghanistan.  
 
 
Faculty in this department are also service-oriented, at the college, community, 
professional organization, and national level. They have lives outside the 
classroom! Prof. Mary Graham is very active in service to various professional 
geography organizations, including the Pennsylvania Geographic Society, of 
which she is a past-President and currently member of the Executive Board, the 
Delaware Valley Geographical Society, Canadian Studies division of the 
Association of American Geographers, and she has served on committees of 
the American Association of Geographers. Her involvement with these 
organizations has included planning conferences, chairing meetings, and 
planning paper sessions.  Prof. Graham says that faculty service at the 
professional organization level is valuable to our students. She is able to 
“network” and develop and maintain connections between York College and 
geography departments at other institutions, especially institutions that may be 
of interest to those students pursuing graduate studies. She is also able to gain a 
sense of the larger field of geography and its direction, and is able to utilize 
faculty at other institutions through those professional organization connections 
to assist her program at York College. For instance, when the GIS lab in the Humanities building was being 
planned, she was able to ask colleagues elsewhere about essential technology and design for a GIS lab.  
 
 
 

Prof. Kay McAdams’ service goes in a different direction. She volunteers her 
time, and her home, for Homeward Bound Animal Rescue, based in 
Mechanicsburg, PA. This organization rescues puppies and dogs from 
overcrowded shelters in the South (SC and KY mainly), and works to find 
them homes in the Mid-Atlantic region. Prof. McAdams, shown here with one 
of her first foster pups, Bert, makes reference calls on applicants and also, 
since January, serves as a foster home for puppies. She has to date fostered and 
found homes for 6 puppies. Students have also helped in this service endeavor: 
Senior History major Anthony Zacchino has been invaluable in providing 
necessary mid-day breaks for the pups (Prof. McAdams is looking for 
Anthony’s replacement for the fall—if interested, see her), and he named one 
of them, Zeppelin. And as shown below, Secondary Education-Social Studies 
major Michelle Hablitz and Political Science major Amanda Hyde helped on a 
very cold Saturday morning with the transport of 40 puppies and dogs from a 
very cold Kentucky shelter into warmer rescues in the Pennsylvania area. Prof. 
McAdams, who also raised a Seeing Eye Puppy in 2001, finds this work with 

dogs very rewarding, especially when she sees them saved from an awful fate and going to great homes. She loves 
dogs almost as much as she loves her students.  Her work with the organization making reference calls to check 
on applicants for dogs and puppies led her to an alum, Kelly Whitman, who served as a reference for a friend. A 
small world with lots of YCP connections! 
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One would be hard-pressed at York College to find a faculty member more dedicated to service than Prof. Phil 

Avillo. Prof. Phil Avillo’s service has been at various levels, from college to 
the local to the national. As he will be retiring as a full-time faculty member 
of this department in May, it seems appropriate to recognize his service at 
all those levels. Prof. Avillo served as a Captain in the United States Marine 
Corps. He enlisted in 1959 at the age of 17, and saw active duty from 
January 1964-August 1966. As is well-known, he was wounded as a result 
of his service in Vietnam and received the Purple Heart, 3 Air Medals, and 
the Navy Commendation medal, Combat V. After completing his Masters 
Degree at the University of San Diego and his Ph.D at the University of 
Arizona, he began teaching European history at York College in 1975. He 
has numerous publications to his credit on Race, Reconstruction, and the 
Vietnam War.  Since joining the faculty at York College, he has developed 
courses on Women in the United States, the Vietnam War, 
Film/Fiction/History, Young Adult Literature, and the two course sequence, 
the Coming of the Civil War and the Civil War and Reconstruction. He was 
instrumental, along with colleague Bob Terry, in getting York College 
involved in the European Union simulation. In the department, Prof. Avillo 

served as department chair from Summer 1990-Spring 2002. He was Vice President, then President of the 
faculty’s Academic Senate, chaired the Budget Committee, served on the Long Range Planning Committee and 
Professional Standards committee, and most recently chaired the Ad Hoc committee on Faculty Welfare. In 
addition to service in the interest of faculty, he has also served in capacities beneficial to students: he developed 
the LaCrosse Club from a club into a varsity sport, acting as its coach until Spring 2001; he has also served as 
faculty advisor to numerous student organizations, including the College Democrats, the ACLU, and Solidarity. 
Prof. Avillo was chosen to be the December commencement speaker twice (a rare honor), has received the 
Distinguished Teaching Award twice, and has received the Professional Service Award from the Alumni 
Association. Beyond the halls of York College, Prof. Avillo has also been active in various forms of service. He 
coached Youth soccer, basketball, and baseball when his three children were active in those sports. He served on 
the Finance Committee of the Board of the York Symphony Orchestra, and was President of the York Suburban 
School District Board for 7 years (he served on the Board for 12 years). Of the service on the school board, he 
says that what he is most proud of is the development of an AIDS policy far ahead of where most school districts 
in the country were at the time in the mid-1980s. Prof. Avillo regularly gives talks to community organizations, 
such as the Lions Club, Jewish Community Center, Rotary Club, and as part of adult education offered in area 
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retirement communities. His commitment to education is reflected in speakers he has also brought to campus, 
most recently Nathaniel Fick, author of One Bullet Away, an event that was well-attended in Schmidt Library. 
Prof. Avillos’ service, however, became extraordinary when he ran for Congress against Republican Todd Platts 
in 2006 and 2008. Prof. Avillo says that his accomplishments there, despite the loss in the election, lie in his 
providing the voters of the 19th Congressional District with a choice. He also increased the number of voters who 
chose a Democratic candidate, and he felt that he helped to strengthen the Democratic Party organization in York 
County. In January 2009, Prof. Avillo was able to attend the inauguration of President Barack Obama. He says 
that running for Congress was a great learning experience. He discovered that the quality of people in government 
is much higher than we, the citizens, assume. Prof. Avillo will retire as a full time faculty member in May 2009. 
He will continue to teach as an adjunct faculty member. He says that his favorite course to teach is The Coming of 
the Civil War because it is historiographically rich. Of the department, he says that it has grown, not just in terms 
of number of faculty and majors, but also in terms of its professionalism and the diversity and comprehensiveness 
of its faculty and course offerings. He says that he will miss his colleagues and the students—inspiration, he says, 
comes from them. His advice to students is this: find your talent, develop it to its fullest, pursue life with 
intellectual curiosity. Students should make their presence known—don’t walk away from York College or this 
department without someone knowing you were here. In retirement, Prof. Avillo and his wife, Linda, recently 
retired from the Nursing Department, plan to teach a bit, golf, and spend time with their three grandchildren. Prof. 
Avillo also plans to pursue some smaller history-related writing projects. With all of those endeavors, we wish 
him the best.   
 
 

New Courses for Fall 2009 
 
H 391: The Vikings 
Prof. Krug 
MWF 1:00 
 
The Vikings still manage to evoke images of dread and violence 
after a thousand years, but is this really the sum total of who they 
were? In this course, we will meet the Vikings in all of their 
guises: as farmers, traders, explorers, colonists, mercenaries, and 
plunderers. We will follow their travels and exploits from 
Scandinavia to the Mediterranean to Russia to North America. We 
will investigate the ways in which they influenced and were 
influenced by other early medieval peoples. We will look at their 
art and architecture, read their literature, and read what others 
wrote about them. In essence, this course will show the Vikings to be more than just violent pagan warriors. 
 
 
PS 312: Politics of Public Policy 
Prof. Altman 
T/TH 9:30-10:45 
 
This is not a new course, but one that has not been offered recently.  This course will present an analysis of the development, 
implementation, and evaluation of public policy within the federal system. The course will view public policy from the 
perspective of the executive, legislative, judicial, and bureaucratic branches of government. In addition, emphasis will be 
placed on public input into the governmental process.  
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New Programs and Forthcoming Opportunities 
 
Geography: The faculty in the Geography “half” of the department have been very busy revising the Geography 
curriculum. Students can now complete internships or independent study opportunities in Geography using 
Geography specific numbers. The Geography minor has also been modified to take into consideration all of the 
new courses that are now being offered. Contact  Prof. Graham (mgraham@ycp.edu) or Prof. Fyfe 
(dfyfe@ycp.edu) for more details about the minor and courses. 
 
Advanced GIS (G461) will be offered in spring 2010. This course 
expands upon skills and knowledge gained from introductory GIS 
by developing an understanding of additional tools and methods of 
analyzing spatial data. This course will introduce students to more 
complex techniques and a deeper theoretical understanding of 
geographic data management. Students will design, implement, and 
manage a semester-long project relevant to their field of study.  The 
course has a prerequisite of Introduction to GIS. Both the 
introductory and advanced GIS courses offer history and political 
science majors a marketable skill that can help them when applying 
for graduate school or jobs.  
 
Another new course in geography is an International Service 
learning course that will be a 3-credit course over two semesters 
that includes a trip to Southern India. This course, International 
Service Learning: Making a Difference in a Globalizing World , will be offered during the Fall 2010 and 
Spring 2011 semesters with an international travel component to south India for approximately 2 weeks during 
the winter break. Service learning is an instructional method in which students learn through active participation 
in thoughtfully organized service that enhances the academic curriculum and helps foster civic responsibility. 
Together, the classes and the trip will help students to understand contemporary perspectives on globalization, 
development, and social change in an international context.  For more information and to apply for the course 
contact David Fyfe at dfyfe@ycp.edu.  
 

This summer ten students and one staff member will 
accompany Dr. Fyfe on his trip to Peru for the Cultures and 
Environments Field Series: Peru, Land of the Inca. Next 
year (Minimester 2010) the course will focus on Egypt with a 
field component to Cairo, the pyramids, and the Valley of the 
Kings. For more information contact Dr. Fyfe and reserve your 
spot early.   
 
 
 
 

 
International Relations Major: Beginning in Fall 2009, students will have the opportunity to pursue a new 
major in International Relations. The new major builds upon the department’s long tradition of offering 
multidisciplinary area studies’ courses (INT courses), as well as upper division political science and government 
classes. The goal of the new major is to provide an option for students who are mainly interested in the 
international aspects of political science. It is designed to provide an academic foundation for students pursuing 
careers abroad, interested in graduate study in international relations, attending law school, and careers in 
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international service and business. Students in the major will gain an 
understanding of the main approaches and concepts associated with the study 
of international relations, use theories to analyze contemporary global issues 
and events, gain an understanding of the complexities and functioning of the 
institutions of global governance, and engage in informed discussion on the 
complex issues that drive contemporary international politics. New courses 
(International Peace and Security, International Political Economy, and a 
Seminar in International Relations) have been added to the curriculum for 
forthcoming semesters. The new major does have a language requirement to 
better equip students for a career using this major. Students are encouraged to 
pursue Study Abroad, Internships involving international experience, and to 
participate in one or more of the department’s learning simulations (UN, EU, 
Arab League). For more information about the major, please contact Prof. 
Javier Aguayo (jaguayo@ycp.edu).  
 

 
 
Experiential Learning Simulations 
 
The Dept. of History and Political is rather unique for a department of its size in being able to offer three major 
learning simulations: Model European Union, Model Arab League, and Model United Nations. This semester, for 
the first time, Model Arab League was offered as a course. Students traveled to Miami University of Ohio in mid-
February. Delegate Jeff Beck won an Honorable Mention Award for his preparedness and contribution to the 
discussion as a representative of Syria in the Council on Palestinian Affairs. Professors Khanna and Ilgenfritz 
facilitate this course and the simulation.  
 
In November 2008, a delegation of York College students attended the annual Mid-Atlantic European Union 
Simulation (student participants shown below), and because of the size of the delegation, represented both Spain 
and Sweden. Next year, the country will again represent Spain, and possibly another EU member state, and the 
topic will be EU relations with Russia. Interested students may contact Prof. Aguayo (jaguayo@ycp.edu) with any 
questions about the simulation or its associated course.  
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YCP has attended the Model United Nations simulation for over 15 years. Every year different topics are covered, 
including, from past simulations, agricultural sector negotiations, food security, nuclear waste management, the 
role of private military and security companies in conflict, NATO's role in counter terrorism, promotion of 
alternative sources of energy, external debt crisis, decolonization, human rights, women's and children's rights. 
According to one student: “MODEL UN is an amazing experience. You learn more in one day about diplomacy 
and the issues impacting our world, than you would in a semester." At the beginning of April, 13 students will 
travel to NYC as part of the department’s delegation representing the Netherlands. Students interested in 
participating in Model UN next year (which is not yet offered as a class) should contact Prof. Li at xli@ycp.edu or 
Prof. Fyfe (dfyfe@ycp.edu).  

 

Departmental Announcements 
 
Please join us April 27 as our two Gladfelter Award Recipients, Anthony Zacchino and Brian Glardon, present 
their research as part of Student Scholars Week. Anthony and Brian have conducted year-long research projects, 
funded by the Gladfelter Award (see below for description). Anthony will present his research on the Lincoln 
administration’s policy regarding Confederate POWs, and Brian will discuss his research on the connection 
between mobile killing unit activity in eastern Europe and the USSR and the evolution of other killing methods 
that are associated with the Holocaust. Time and place will be announced via flier. Please support your student 
colleagues. Refreshments will be provided.  
 
The Gladfelter Award  supports a year long research project in history, political science or geography. Students 
are granted $500 per semester. To be eligible, students must be juniors or seniors in the 2009-2010 academic year. 
Students sign up for three credits of independent study each semester. Interested students should fill out an 
application, available in the departmental office, HUM 100, or from Prof. Kay McAdams (kmcadams@ycp.edu) 
in HUM 103. Application must include a one page description of the project, and students must have a faculty 
member who is willing to recommend them and work with the student on the project. Submit applications to Prof. 
McAdams by April 17, 2009.  
 
On April 21, 2009, the department will hold the induction ceremony for the Political Science and History Honor 
Societies. PI SIGMA ALPHA : Pi Sigma Alpha is the Political Science Honor Society. Students admitted must meet 
the following criteria: Be a Political Science Major or Minor, have a 3.3 overall GPA and a 3.0 in Political 
Science courses; have completed 60 credits, with 12 credits of Political Science courses, and at least one of those 
courses must be at the 300 or above level. This group frequently collaborates with other departmental student 
organizations to conduct events. Information about Pi Sigma Alpha can be obtained from Prof. Altman 
(jaltman@ycp.edu). PHI ALPHA THETA : Phi Alpha Theta is the History Honor Society. Students admitted for 
next year must meet the following criteria: Students must have a 3.3 overall grade point average for a minimum of 
75 credits, a 3.0 GPA  overall. Students must have completed a minimum of 24 credits in History. The advisor for 
Phi Alpha Theta is Prof. Padraic Kennedy (pkennedy@ycp.edu). The group recently organized a trip to the 
Library of Congress. 
 
HISTORY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE ORGANIZATION (HISPO): Prof. Peter Levy (plevy@ycp.edu) is serving as 
the organization’s advisor this year. In the past, the organization has offered trips to sites of interest to majors in 
this department, and sponsored departmental forums and speakers. HISPO will sponsor a Geography Bee on 
Thursday, April 23rd, at 3:30 PM, in HUM 129. Details on forming teams is forthcoming.  
 
Departmental Breakfast: On May 7, 2009, the department will continue its annual tradition of hosting a 
breakfast for graduating seniors and students who have received departmental awards and recognition, or served 
the department in some leadership capacity. This year Prof. Phil Avillo will speak, and following in the tradition 
of the department, is expected to regale us with his life story, his path to York College, and his parting wisdom.  
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INTERNSHIPS: Those seeking internships in the field of Political Science and History should take advantage of 
the resources offered by Career Services, located in the Iosue Student Building. Political Science and History 
faculty also receive information about opportunities on a regular basis.  
 
Prof. Paul Doutrich oversees an internship program in History that combines experience at three sites: York 
County Archives, Historic York (historic preservation), and the York Historical Society. Students complete a 
minimum of 40 hours at each site over the course of a semester. Students who have taken advantage of this 
opportunity in the past have found it to be a beneficial way of learning about possible career options in history. 
The current director of the York County Archives was a departmental graduate and participated in this internship 
program. Prof. Doutrich has numerous contacts at those organizations and works with those contacts to establish 
an internship that is beneficial to the student and the organization. Three students per semester may participate. 
Interested students should contact Prof. Doutrich (pdoutric@ycp.edu) about this opportunity.  
 
PAST AND PRESENT JOURNAL : The department supports the publication of a journal consisting of student 
scholarship. This journal, Past and Present, provides interested students with the opportunity to learn skills related 
to journal production and editing. A group of dedicated students collects papers and essays written by students 
and determines which would make excellent examples of the scholarship produced by this department’s students. 
New this past year was the inclusion of Lesson Plans/Units produced by our Secondary Education—Social 
Studies majors. Papers are chosen anonymously, and the selection committee tries to balance topics and history 
and political science papers. Quality of research and writing are the main criteria for inclusion in the journal. 
Work on this journal requires a major time commitment, but one that is rewarding. Like an internship, production 
of this journal involves the development of skills with direct professional application, such as editing, copy-
editing, and formatting. Students are “editors,” and can include that on any resume, along with a submission of 
the journal as an example of professional work completed. Our appreciation to the students who have worked 
hard on this publication. It is a rarity for smaller departments to have their own publication, and YCP’s Past and 
Present reflects the commitment of our students to the quality of the department and scholarship. Students 
interested in an editor position for Past and Present should contact advisor, Prof. Paul Doutrich, 
(pdoutric@ycp.edu). In order to order to serve as an editor, students must sign up for a three credit independent 
study each semester. For submission of papers: please submit paper on CD to Rosemary Wivagg or contact one of 
the editors.  
 
Writing tutors at the LRC: The Learning Resource Center, located on the bottom level of the Humanities 
Center, has positions for 1-2 Writing tutors, dedicated to assisting with writing for history classes, especially 
American and Western Civilization courses. Frank Terranova and Jacob Mendoza are currently the tutors, and if 
you would like more information, please contact them about their experience at fterrano@ycp.edu or 
jmendoza@ycp.edu. Students must have achieved no less than a 4.0 in the American and Western Civilization 
courses, and must be recommended to the LRC by the History faculty. See Prof. Padraic Kennedy 
(pkennedy@ycp.edu) for additional information. The LRC also has positions for Political Science tutors—contact 
the LRC about this. Sarah Snyder is currently serving as the new Political Science writing tutor in the LRC. She 
can be contacted at ssnyder9@ycp.edu. Contact Political Science faculty about interest in serving in this Political 
Science writing tutor position.  
 
Departmental awards: The department offers a number of awards to recognize the achievements of its students, 
especially in the area of service to the department and/or college. Awards include the James L. Morrison Award 
(for academic achievement in American History courses); the Kenneth S. Hatch History and Political Science 
Department Award (given on the basis of academic merit and financial need; award is credit at the YCP 
bookstore; seniors are not eligible for this award); and the Sardari and Saroj Khanna Award (for academic 
achievement in international studies). Students who have an overall 3.2 GPA may also apply for departmental 
recognition. Faculty nominate and select students for these awards based upon academic merit and service to the 
department and college. Recipients this year are: Anthony L. Zacchino (James L. Morrison Award), Cody R. 
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Barnett (Kenneth S. Hatch Award) and Andrea R. Beaver (Sardari and Saroj Khanna Award). Departmental 
recognition awards will be announced in the coming weeks.  
 
 Advising and Other Information 
 
All incoming freshmen and transfer students will be required to obtain a release in order to 
register for Fall 2009 courses. Please plan ahead with regard to scheduling appointments with 
your advisor.  
 
Legal Studies Minor: The department oversees a minor in Legal Studies. All courses and their descriptions are 
available in the catalogue. Contact Prof. Kwasi Sarfo (ksarfo@ycp.edu) for more information.  
 
History Methods course, History Senior Seminar, and Political Science Scope and Methods and Seminar 
Courses: One section of History Seminar will be offered this Fall by Prof. Doutrich. Profs. McAdams and 
Kennedy will offer sections of Methods (one each). Prof. Li will offer one section of the Political Science 
Seminar, and Prof. Altman is offering Scope and Methods. Students MAY NOT take History Methods and 
History Seminar in the same semester. The same restriction applies to the Political Science Scope and Methods 
and Seminar courses (cannot be taken concurrently). You are advised to take History Methods in your late 
sophomore/early junior year.  

Faculty News 
 
Prof. David Fyfe had a paper printed in the spring 2009 issue of Social Science History titled “Signatures of 
Commerce in Small-Town Hotel Guest Registers”. In the article, he  applied GIS to analyze patterns of guest 
visitors in six hotels in the upper Susquehanna valleys of New York and Pennsylvania.  Historic hotel guest 
registers were used to reveal everyday, non-migratory travel patterns associated with individuals at the turn of the 
twentieth century.  
 
Prof. John Altman served as a discussant for the Program Assessment Track at the American Political Science 
Association's annual Teaching and Learning Conference in Baltimore, February 6-8. Earlier in the academic year 
(October 2008), he attended a forum on "Forecasting the Presidential Election" held at the National Press Club 
and sponsored by the American Political Science Association and the National Capitol Area Political Science 
Association. 
 
Several departmental faculty attended the inauguration of President Barack Obama. Profs. Avillo, Doutrich, and 
Levy were among those in attendance.  
 
In addition to the retirement of full-time faculty member, Prof. Avillo, the department will also lose to a “second 
retirement” adjunct faculty member in Political Science, Prof. Charles Clevenger. Prof. Clevenger has taught 
American Government and the Congress courses for the department.  In his life before YCP, Prof. Clevenger was 
a university administrator, and he returned to his faculty roots when he came to York College in Fall 2003. Prof. 
Clevenger earned his undergraduate degree in English at Fordham University, and he spent the first few years of 
his professional life as a writer/editor before going to graduate school in Political Science in 1970. He received his 
Ph.D. from SUNY Buffalo. He says that he has very much enjoyed teaching at York College. High points in his 
time here include the number of students (70+) who have joined the civic conversation as a result of their classes 
and written letters to the editors of a number of newspapers including the York Dispatch, the Harrisburg Patriot 
and the Philadelphia Inquirer. His part-time status in the department afforded him time for his most important 
job: grandfathering, and hobbies, including painting. He and his wife will both retire in May, and “look for ways 
to get in trouble together.”  Those who have had the opportunity to get to know Prof. Clevenger, either as a 
student or colleague, will miss him. Prof. McAdams especially appreciates his copy-room stories that brighten 
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even the most frustrating of days, and his willingness to lend materials that were of use in her First World War 
course.  

Our Alumni: Where are they now? 
 
Kelly Whitman  graduated with degrees in History and Professional Writing.  Since leaving York College, she 
completed her Masters in Public Administration at Penn State-Harrisburg. She is currently the Executive Assistant 
to the Deputy Secretary for Workforce Development at the Department of Labor and Industry (“phew!” she says 
of her title). She works with the $100 million distributed to Pennsylvania for workforce development as part of 
the Obama administration’s stimulus package. In her spare time, she is actively involved in the Pennsylvania 
Democratic Party, and she walks her friend’s puppy, rescued through Prof. McAdams’ favorite organization, 
Homeward Bound Animal Rescue.  
 
Tom Sheeler, History, has been attending graduate school at the University of Delaware, in their History Ph.D 
program. He will be teaching Western Civilization and possibly American Civilization courses for the department 
beginning this fall. Other YCP alums who serve as adjunct faculty in the department include Prof. Keith Stine 
(Masters—Millersville University), Prof. Kathryn Smith  (Masters—University of Delaware), Prof. Scott 
Gyenes (Masters— Western Michigan University), Prof. Craig Ilgenfritz  (Ph.D Miami University of Ohio), 
Prof. Tom Weaver (Master-- Shippensburg University), Prof. Jay Vasellas (Masters-- Millersville University), 
and Prof. Sandra Prueitt (Masters—Penn State-Harrisburg).  
 
Geoff Wiles, History, has “been working a lot.”  While at YCP, Geoff volunteered at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, DC, and then became employed there after graduation.  Because the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial is approaching its 25th Anniversary, the whole staff is very busy preparing. Geoff provides the research 
support to the development staff.  He is also involved in the capital campaign to build an underground center 
across the street from The Wall. Geoff began a certificate program in Historic Preservation at a DC area 
community college.  
 
Luke Perry, Political Science, is currently an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Southern Utah University 
in Cedar City, UT. He teaches American Government, Introduction to Comparative Politics, Introduction to 
Political Thought, Current Political Issues, American Political Thought, History of Political Thought, and 
Democracy, Development and the 21st Century. He is faculty director of his college’s Pi Sigma Alpha chapter. Dr. 
Perry received his Ph.D from the University of Massachusetts, and wrote his dissertation on “Rethinking Theories 
of Transition in the Former Soviet Union.” He has served as a reviewer for several political science textbooks, 
presented papers at political science conferences, and published on topics including Mikhail Gorbachev and 
federalism in America. He has tremendous geographic diversity on his curriculum vita: from YCP to 
Massachusetts to Chadron State College in Chadron, NE to Utah. He also served as a Certified Dog Handler for 
the Iditarod Trial Sled Dog Race in March 2008, for which he brought the first volunteer group from a college or 
university as part of a course titled “Study Away Alaska.” 
 
The next copy of the newsletter will go out to current departmental majors and interested alumni in October 2009. 
If you have content or announcements that you would like to see included in the newsletter, please contact Prof. 
Kay McAdams (kmcadams@ycp.edu) or Prof. Ilana Krug (ikrug@ycp.edu). A tremendous thank you to 
Rosemary Wivagg for her editing and general wisdom with regard to putting this newsletter together. Graduating 
seniors—please keep in touch! 

 


